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Introduction

What is your age?
What is your gender?
Which country do you live in?

When did you start DJing?
How often do you play in public?
What type of DJ are you?
What type of DJ do you want to be?
Do you livestream your DJ sets?
How do you livestream?
Which platform or platforms do you DJ livestream on or via?
How would you describe your DJ skill level?
Do you produce your own music / mashups / beats?
What software do you mostly use to make music?

What’s your main type of DJ set-up?
What’s the main brand of hardware you own?
Do you own hardware from other brands?
How much did you spend on your current set-up?
Do you plan to upgrade your set-up in the next 12 months?
If not, why not?
Which brand do you most want to upgrade to?
In the venues you play at, what DJ gear is provided for you to use?
Which of these tech developments has most excited you in the past 12 months?
Which of these do you have and use regularly?
What’s most important to you when choosing what gear to buy?
What software do you use in your DJing (the most)?
Do you use AI tools?
In what areas are you using AI tools?
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Which of these best describes your DJ style?
What’s the one genre you mostly play when DJing?
What other genres do you like to DJ with? 
Do you buy music from online download stores?
Which download store do you use the most to buy music for DJing?
Where do you store your music files?
Do you use a streaming music service (such as Spotify or Apple Music)?
Which music streaming service do you use the most for DJing?
Do you subscribe to a DJ download pool?
Which DJ download pools do you subscribe to?
Do you use stems technology?
In what way are you using stems?

What social media do you use regularly?
What would you say is your most used method of communication?
What other communication methods do you use regularly?

Summary
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ABOUT THE SURVEY

The Global DJ Census 2026, conducted exclusively by Digital DJ Tips in December 2025/January 2026, 
attracted over 22,000 entries - making it the biggest such survey anywhere in the world. Our audience is
primarily hobby DJs, drawn from our 50,000 students, 150,000-strong subscriber list, and wider reach of 
2.5 million via our website and socials. We’ve been running this census for ten years now, making it the
biggest and longest-running DJ survey in the world. For deeper analysis, visit the results blog post at
djtips.co/census.

WHAT YOU’VE TOLD US

The big story this year is AI: three-quarters of you now use it for playlists and music discovery - a staggering 
leap from twelve months ago. Streaming music in DJ software has you most excited, as Spotify and Apple 
Music join the party. For the first time, more DJs use stems than don’t, and over half of you now call yourselves 
multi-genre - both milestones. Longer-term, Rekordbox continues pulling ahead of Serato, and AlphaTheta’s 
hardware dominance keeps growing, with nearly two-thirds of you planning future upgrades to their gear. 
Meanwhile, livestreaming and music production continue their steady upward march among DJs.

These are only the headlines though, so dive in for all the details. We hope you enjoy the survey. 

Phil Morse, Digital DJ Tips, February 2026
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SECTION 1:
DJ DEMOGRAPHIC
INFO
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WHAT IS YOUR AGE?
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WHAT IS YOUR GENDER?
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WHICH COUNTRY DO YOU LIVE IN?
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WHICH COUNTRY DO YOU LIVE IN? CONT.
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SECTION 2:
DJ TYPE &
EXPERIENCE
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WHEN DID YOU START DJING?
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HOW OFTEN DO YOU PLAY IN PUBLIC?
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WHAT TYPE OF DJ ARE YOU?
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WHAT TYPE OF DJ DO YOU WANT TO BE?
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DO YOU LIVESTREAM YOUR DJ SETS?
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IF SO, HOW DO YOU LIVESTREAM?
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WHICH PLATFORM OR PLATFORMS DO YOU DJ 
LIVESTREAM ON/WITH?



www.digitaldjtips.com 19

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR DJ SKILL LEVEL?



www.digitaldjtips.com 20

DO YOU PRODUCE YOUR OWN MUSIC / MASHUPS / 
BEATS?
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WHAT SOFTWARE DO YOU MOSTLY USE TO MAKE 
MUSIC?
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SECTION 3:
DJ SET-UP
(HARDWARE,
SOFTWARE, ETC.)
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WHAT’S YOUR MAIN TYPE OF DJ SET-UP?



www.digitaldjtips.com 24

WHAT’S THE MAIN BRAND OF HARDWARE
YOU OWN?
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DO YOU OWN HARDWARE FROM OTHER BRANDS?
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DO YOU OWN HARDWARE FROM OTHER BRANDS? 
CONT. 
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HOW MUCH DID YOU SPEND ON YOUR CURRENT
SET-UP?

All amounts converted to US$
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DO YOU PLAN TO UPGRADE YOUR SET-UP IN
THE NEXT 12 MONTHS?
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IF NOT, WHY NOT?
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WHICH BRAND DO YOU MOST WANT TO
UPGRADE TO?
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WHICH BRAND DO YOU MOST WANT TO
UPGRADE TO? CONT.
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IN THE VENUES YOU PLAY AT, WHAT DJ GEAR IS 
PROVIDED FOR YOU TO USE?
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WHICH OF THESE TECH DEVELOPMENTS HAS MOST 
EXCITED YOU IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS?
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WHICH OF THESE DO YOU HAVE AND USE
REGULARLY?
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WHAT’S MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU WHEN
CHOOSING WHAT GEAR TO BUY?
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WHAT SOFTWARE DO YOU USE IN YOUR DJING
(THE MOST)?
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DO YOU USE AI TOOLS?



www.digitaldjtips.com 38

IN WHAT AREAS ARE YOU USING AI TOOLS?
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SECTION 4:
MUSIC STYLES
& SOURCING
OF TUNES
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WHICH OF THESE BEST DESCRIBES YOUR DJ STYLE?
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WHAT’S THE ONE GENRE YOU MOSTLY PLAY WHEN 
DJING?
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WHAT’S THE ONE GENRE YOU MOSTLY PLAY WHEN 
DJING? CONT.
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WHAT OTHER GENRES DO YOU LIKE TO DJ WITH?
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WHAT OTHER GENRES DO YOU LIKE TO DJ WITH? CONT.
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DO YOU BUY MUSIC FROM ONLINE
DOWNLOAD STORES?



www.digitaldjtips.com 46

WHICH DOWNLOAD STORE DO YOU USE THE MOST 
TO BUY MUSIC FOR DJING?
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WHERE DO YOU STORE YOUR AUDIO FILES?
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DO YOU USE A STREAMING MUSIC SERVICE
(SUCH AS SPOTIFY OR APPLE MUSIC)?
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WHICH MUSIC STREAMING SERVICE DO YOU USE 
THE MOST FOR DJING?
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DO YOU SUBSCRIBE TO A DJ DOWNLOAD POOL?
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WHICH DJ DOWNLOAD POOLS DO YOU SUBSCRIBE 
TO?
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WHICH DJ DOWNLOAD POOLS DO YOU SUBSCRIBE 
TO? CONT.
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DO YOU USE STEMS TECHNOLOGY?
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IN WHAT WAY ARE YOU USING STEMS?
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SECTION 5:
SOCIAL MEDIA
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WHAT SOCIAL MEDIA DO YOU USE REGULARLY?
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WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IS YOUR MOST USED
METHOD OF COMMUNICATION?
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WHAT OTHER COMMUNICATION METHODS DO
YOU USE REGULARLY?
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SUMMARY

We hope these results have given you an absorbing snapshot of where DJing stands right now - and where it’s heading. 
Whether it’s the AI revolution, the streaming takeover, or the rise of multi-genre mixing, there’s plenty to think about as we 
head into another year of DJing.

For deeper analysis of these results, head to the blog post at djtips.co/census2026.

Thanks to the team at Digital DJ Tips for making this happen, and to AlphaTheta for contributing to the prize draw. As 
always, partner brands never have input into the survey - their incentive is simply to receive the results. To read more about 
how Digital DJ Tips is funded, visit djtips.co/funding.

And thanks to everyone for taking part and reading!

Phil Morse
Digital DJ Tips
February 2026


